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Introduction to Criminology
Fall 2021
Tuesday & Thursday 11:00 – 12:20
Instructor Information

Lee R. Oly
Undergraduate degree in Health science
Undergraduate Degree in Business Administration
Master of Education
Master of Science in Crimnal Justice
Email: leeoly@gmail.com
Phone: (719) 510 8743
Office Hours: one hour prior to start of each class session and one hour after class.

Course Overview:
Intro to Criminology will cover the major issues in criminology, which includes the nature of crime,
causes of crime and societal reaction to crime. We will examine how crime is measured, who commits
crime and differentiate between crime and deviance. Types of crimes will also be discussed, primarily
violence against people and property. Selected topics will include homicide, suicide, and equivocal
deaths as versus accidental, natural and unknown causes of death. How unexplained deaths are
investigated including estimating time of death. The criminal justice system will be overviewed and the
brief history on how crime has been unsuccessfully controlled over the recent decades. I will bring in
real life scenarios that will require the student to think critically. The overall goal of the course is to
provide you with the necessary tools to understand the complex issues of crime, as well as to objectively
evaluate crime-control strategies.

The syllabus is a general plan for the course. Deviations announced to the class, by the instructor, may
and probably will occur.
Required readings:
Criminology: The Essentials (3rd Edition) by Anthony Walsh and Cody Jorgen

Additional readings will be available online on Moodle.

You are expected to complete the assigned readings before class each day. The reading establishes the
foundation for the lectures and class discussions. Please understand we may not completely discuss the
reading material in class, as I expect to go beyond what is in the textbook. That being said, you are
responsible for the reading material and will be tested on the required readings as well as lectures.
Course Requirements:
There will be a minimum of three exams. The exams will cover all the material covered in class as well
as all the reading material in the text and assigned on Moodle. If a student misses a test date, the test
must be made up prior to the next class. A copy of the test will be left at the testing center with your
name on it. The student HAS TO notify the instructor prior to the test that he/she will miss class that
evening, otherwise a test WILL NOT BE LEFT AT TESTING CENTER. There will be periodic quizzes during
the semester. If you miss a quiz due to absenteeism you will NOT be able to make up the quiz. Each test
and each quiz have a numeric value (as versus a percentage of total grade).
Final grades for the are based on the following scale:
A = 93- 100
A- = 90 – 92.99
B+ = 88 – 89.99
B = 83 – 87.99
B- = 80 – 82.99
C+ = 78 – 79.99
C = 73 – 77.99
C- = 70 – 72.99

D+ = 68 – 69.99
D = 63 – 67.99
D- = 60 – 62.99
F = 59.99 and below

Class Participation and attendance
I strongly encourage you to attend all class sessions. We will rely heavily on class discussions; it is
imperative you come to class prepared to share your opinion on each topic as it is covered. Please keep
in mind that the topics covered can be controversial, therefore, I ask the you be considerate of other
people’s opinion and arguments. I would hope the discussions be lively, interesting and intellectually
challenging.

Classroom courtesy:
Please arrive on time for class. Absolutely no food in class. Laptops or I- Pads are not allowed to be
turned on in the classroom. I will provide handouts for each topic we discuss. Bring pen and paper to
each class for note taking. Other details about classroom expectations will be covered the first evening
of class. Please turn off your cell phone!!!!
Academic honesty:
All students are responsible for maintaining the highest standards of honesty and integrity in every
phase of their academic careers. A few examples of academic dishonesty are copying answers from
another student’s paper during a test or quiz, signing in another student’s name on the attendance
sheet or having another student sign in for you. All students must be aware of and carefully adhere to
the provisions defining and prohibiting academic misconduct in the UM Student Conduct Code
(http://life.umt.edu/vpsa/student_conduct.php). The penalties for academic dishonesty are severe and
ignorance is mot an acceptable defense.

Course Outline:
Session 1 – Class introduction, syllabus & What is Crime and Deviance?
Session 2 – Measuring and Classifying Crime (read Chapter 2)
Session 3 – Measuring & Classifying Crime
Session 4 – Public Order Crime (Read Chapter 15)
Session 5 – Costs of War on Drugs read “How Donald Trump and Jeff Sessions Have Restarted the War
on Drugs”
Session 6 – Costs of the War on Drugs.

Session 7 – Test # 1
Session 8 – Homicide, suicide, accidental deaths, natural and unknown deaths (Read Chapter 12)
Session 9 – Robbery (Read “Up It UP: Gender and Accomplishment of Street Robbery”)
Session 10 – Burglary & Motor Vehicle Theft (Read Chapter 14)
Session 11 – Larceny – Theft & Violent/Property Crime (Read “Establishing Connections: Gender, Motor
Vehicle Theft, and Disposal Networks”)
Session 12 – White Collar Crime (read Chapter 16)
Session 13 – White Collar Crime: Enron (Read “Denying the Guilty Mind Accounting for the Involvement
in White Collar Crime”)
Session 14 – White Collar Crime continued.
Session 15 – Exam # 2
Session 16 – Classical Criminology (Read Chapter 4 & 5 excerpt (pp. 83-86)
Session 17 – Biological Theories (Read Chapter 10)
Session 18 – Social Disorganization Theories (Read Chapter 8)
Session 19 – Strain Theories (Read Chapter 6)
Session 20 – Learning Theories (Read Chapter 7 excerpt (pp. 121 – 127)
Session 21 – No class – election day
Session 22 – Control Theories Read Chapter 7 excerpt (pp. 127 – 140)
Session 23 – Review of theories.
Session 24 - Race and incarceration
Session 25 – Race and Incarceration
Session 26 – no class Thanksgiving
Session 27 – Incarceration in America
Session 28 – Criminal Justice System
Session 29 Criminal Justice System
Session 30 Criminal Justice System
Session 31 Final Exam.

